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'There is much lo share and liltle space v\ 
which to work so, begging your pardon, 1 
shall set aside the "craft"* for which this 
publication is noted and leap (lapse"') into 
the use of a list 

*-*• This issue marks CW/'S fifth 

anniversary (that's 1995. for those of 
you without a calculator or abacus 
handy) and. at 48 pages, it also marks 
s^. our biggest issue yet. 

v. > • (i.\(! HQ have moved. See the contact 
information to the right for details 

-> We're #99! We're #99! Yes. 

according to the latest Zine Guide poll. 
( ;.\/' is the 99th most popular /inc. up 
^ from last year's #129 (and surely we're 
J the only zine humble enough to 
mention such statistics in its pages). 
Do those oversized, foam-like hands 
you Yanks arc so fond of come in a 
/ 99-finger model? 
- • v Finally, there is the matter of my 
triumphant return to CrA/.'s helm. 
Longtime readers may recall that I first 
joined die staff in the fall of "97 (#X). 
For two years I toiled to gel the zine 
back on track. Once this was 
accomplished 1 returned the reins to a 




Matt Ayers 

Tom Cassar 

John David Cawley 

Brian Cogan 
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Mike Faloon 

Michael Galvin 

Frank Leone 

Rev Norb 

Heather Pea vey- Leone 

Steve Reynolds 

Waymon Timbsdayle 
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Obtaining issues of Go Metric! 

1 issue : $2 ($3 outside of North America 

Subscriptions : An admittedly foolish notion in light of how often this /ine comes 
out but if you're a patient gal or guy. send 5.-4 and we'll see that you get the next 

2 issues. We're slow but we do keep accurate books. Or. send us your email 
address & we'll drop you a line when the next issue comes out. 

Send the appropriate number ol ucenbacks lo. A \0 

Go Metric fy^VA 

c/o Mike Faloon 
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Raleigh, NC 27607 
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(Donlsend cheeks made out lo Qo Metric I here is no > io N lelric b.ink aceounl It the 
prospect of sending cish makes you uncomfortable, send ,i money aider, preferably a postal 
money order, payable to Mike Faloon ) 

Direct the emails in the direction ol; 



gogometric(a)yahoo.com 




R2-D2 = INDIE ROCKER 
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r^certain nameless staff member who 



v^ promptly tossed our production 

schedule in the dustbin The GcnTcch 



S5^ 



board of directors took note and. in 
their infinite wisdom, dispatched me lo 
put out the proverbial fires. 
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So good to be back in the states. 

•Terry Shcldrakc/VP Acquisitions/ 
Pharmaceuticals -GcnTech Industries 
Editor-GA// 
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fhe old sonns: 

She's Coming Hack. 

Cosmo & \ ogue; 

Neighborhood Palm 

Reader. Rookie Year, 

1 irsl I light to the 

Moon; Jctpaek". 

Donna's Always Mad 

at Me. Data Entry; 

Jane \irhcad. Books 
llic new songs: 
Not Everything thai 
Smells Good Tastes 
Good. M\ Apartment: 
Breakaway luge; 
Hongkong 



Ennhcad. - Dumb Songs for Smart People - ( I) (MP 510) 
At long last. Egghead on CD. 14 songs on the Mutant Pop imprint 
Cover art. as always, by Dave Palmer 20-page booklet with lots ol 
photos of one of rock s best looking bands 



Now 
available 

on 
8-track!!! 
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Day Dreaming 
with an Empty 
Station Wagon 
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V/A - Day Dreaming with an limply Station Wagon 

No. your eyes do not deceive sou. We. Dizzy Records, are ottering to 
you, member of the music-consuming public, an 8-track version of our 
much-celebrated Day Dreaming various artists collection Yes. this is 
the year 2000 and yes. we are stone cold sober but when we learned 
thai it was possible to have 8-tracks made in this day and age. we were 
unable to resist The X-lrack duplicating services were provided by 
I osk Recordings, a Vancouver. B.C. -based outfit run by Scott 
Livingstone (who also drums lor the Evaporators and Thee Goblins). 
Why two cartridges? Because at 60 minutes, the Day Dreaming 
collection is too long for the tapes Scott uses (which are about 44 
minutes in length). So. the two 8-track set includes all 23 tracks from 
the CD version plus The KeatonZ' "Go West' and about 20 minutes of 
SC Tl skits (audio only). All we ask is the lollowing: $10 and a signed 
statement attesting to the fact that you. the purchaser, do in fact own a 
fully-functional 8-track player. TheH cartridges shall not be used as 
door slops' 



V/A Day Dreaming with an Empt\- Station U gggg ( I) [pjgOOgJ 
Vcs. Uic CD version is still available. Young Fresh fellows, liggs. Junior 
Varsity, Shakes. Dorks. Rondelles. Decibels. Dirt Hike Annie Garage 
Sale. Kung I u Monkeys. Sea Monkeys. Dick Army. In Crowd, the 
infamous ' Snowlvasl" rock opera (Tortillas "> on Wauled) loo much lo 
mention here. Third and final installment in the scries, 23 hands, $5 

■StuklciVKiing Eg Monkcvs Split 7" (D/.IHW) 
Hawaii and New York square oil' in this punk pop battle flic Sticklers 
ollei "rough-edged vet last) lo-fi pop punk (limbo. Mutant Pop) while 
KIM counter with side-long ode lo Hawaii, including il co\ei ol llic Kinks' 
Holiday lo W.ikiki 3 tunes from each baud i*c a booklet loi your 

reading pleasure S3 

V/A Shot Putting in an Empty Stadium I apt- ( D/OQ7 ) 
Second compilation in the series. Din Hike Annie Kiss < His. Junior 
Varsity. Egghead . Kung Fu Monkcvs. Ilissyfits. Injections. Twerps. 
liarage Sale. Dorks. In Crowd Chefs of the Future i*c more 25 bands, $3 

Soapbox Racers Twecmo 96-96 - Tape (l)/,IHK>) 
Some of the kids would call this twee." others would label it "indie pop 
We say they're all correct. Dig the SBR sounds! Sometimes it's a late 
"60s 'early "70s AM radio style, other limes they kick on the distortion 
pedal and give things a '90s flavor Herman's Hermits meets Tullycratt? 
Yes! You don't own enough music made h\ < )klalioiiuns! 2 in our 
"boxset" cassette series $J 

The Dorks Spend an Evening with. Tape (1)7.005) 
Vie you woman man enough! to handle this much pop punk? We doubt 

it' Prove us wrong! You like the Teen Idols. \ indielives and or Queers? 
I ban ibis shall please you immensely. Known to fans as the "boxset" (and 
for good reason, it s the first installment in our boxset' cassette series), 
this oilers nearly 60 minutes of bliss! Winner ol gold medals S3 

• 
V/A Food Shopping on an Empty Stomach I ape (l)/.(MH ) 

The tape that launched our wee label and our series of confusingly, named 

compilations Mvslerians. Egghead . Dorks, frixie Helden Wrench. 
Phirsly. null, and more. Includes a bonus track that is worth the price of 
admission. 16 bands, $3 

ZISKzine!!! 

Baseball is the host of sports, approach it Willi a sense of humor 
and yotl have Zisk, a Zine by and for baseball fans 

. 1 - An interview with Richie Zisk, plus articles on C aniden "^ aids. 
Sammy Sosa & Sanimv Davis Jr. Baseballs Best Broadcasters, Baseball 
Card-ilis. Who Deserves to be in the Hall?: and the I ost Art ol llic 
Complete Game, 32 p., SI 

'2 - Pete Rose Professional Wrestler. A lr> < Kit with the Maimeis. 
Commissioner for a Day. Rants from the I ppcr Deck . llic Strange but 
lnie Tale of Phil lXuiglas; and the /.isk Pitching Index. 28 p., $1 

Send cash or a 
POSTAL money 
order (Payable to 
Mike Faloon). 
Outside of North 
America please 
add $2 for first 
item, $1 for each 
additional. 

3oyo/nef ric 0y c X XJi ^ Raleigh, NC 27607 
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The guitar sounds straddle the line between '•"i psychedelia and '*K indie rock. 

and I suppose the voearfl do the same ('though Irom time to lime a hit of Ra> I ).i\ ics- 

ness pops up. I like that I Lyrically, Greg, who mites and perlorms everything here. 

seems lo go tor the profound which is a slipperv slope, one that In mv tin Slides 

into pretense and ultimately undermines the whole aflfail 

fOreg Pier - Box 7204, Syracuse, NY 1 3210) 

I he Mercury Program From the I apor of ( ,'nsoline CD 

Actually those vapors are the smell ol fusion jazz, not gasoline The Men un 

Program use their vibraphone a lot, which is very cool hut ml enough lo cam these 

songs Music lor people who work in music sl< irei 

(Tiger Style- l40WoosterSl ,4thFI . NY, NY 10012) 

M limine- lonsnchinng CD 

It drives me honkers when bands go out ol then WB) to ohn lire themselves making 
it difficult, il not impossible, lo figure out song titles and hind personnel Minmae 
have taken this practice to new heights, or depths Neither the booklet nor the liav 

card contain a single piece of text Zilch Only the little photocopied insert provides 

any clues And if the whole thing were as good as the opening cut. '< »t Sapience and 
I iesign, I'd piohahlv beivillingto play along But minimalist indie rock gives way 
lo wandering experimental ism and one track in IK is not enough lo keep me m the 
game i Airborne Virus Box 16207, San Diego, C A 921 76 J 

Mlxelpricks - Livestock at forge CD KP 

South Dakota' contains references to Field of Dreams positive review in the bag 1 

Like a lot of pop punk bands ihev come across as really nice guvs having I > I 

time while waiting for something to work out with a certain chick ( >nlv. there is i 
strand of melancholy lhat runs through these songs and moves the Miselpmks .iu.iv 
from and above Ihe pip punk pack The occasional use of organ helps too A good 
soundtrack for a rainy da\ (Mutant Pop 5010 NYV Shasta, I 'orvallis, ( >l< 97J30) 

Ihe Peahodys . Ue Chick Repellent CD EP, Dilemma 7" KP 

I knew I'd like the I'cabodys before I heard a note ol then musii or rather heard a 
note I could hear clearlv When I saw them per form in a gym Inst summer lluv put 
on a great show, with Iheu energy and humor cutting through ihe suoer-rellectn 
acoustics Plus, they're named after Mi Peabody. they had lo rock Well. I 

assumed Tor the life ol me I couldn I make a note ol what thev did until now I 
l>iesc Li's prove that mv hunch was right, the Peabodys are a swell pop punk i utlii 
with Eric's helium-laced vocals being the icing on the cake \ mosl welcome 
addition to the MP roster (Mutant Pop- 5010 MW Shasta i 'orvallis. OR"»7.V*i) 

Poster < hildren 1)1)1) VI) 

Sci-I'i flicks always come up shoit when Ihev try to approximate how muatc will 
sound in Ihe future Maybe sci-fi directors should contact the Poster I 'hildren />/'/> 
sounds like the future Propulsive and exhilarating yet lirmh, undet control 
adhering to a predetermined llight plan Music foi the I luru h p id 1 
(spinART-Box IM \'V. NY 10156) 

I he Rcfrjatrafon Sixteen H ins from the /Vw Provocate I ,P 
I he title and cover art suggest that the Registrators wanted lo buak auav from the 
p uk and release i classic I nward thai end. sonicall) thev dipped into ihe waters o| 
late '70s British punk Shades o| \ |'( ' and the lam surface bul it's the Mu. '/. neks 
influence lhat is most evident to the point where several songs sound like 
Ruzzcockl covers So. yeah, \ou know wheie they re Coming from but their Kulle- 
like reverence doesn't get in Ihe way of the songs ii ma> rv >i he > new provocate 
bin il s a really, real lv good one (RipOlT- S NI Maple. San Biuno C^A 94066 1 

Kimberlrv Row Tunnel mtO Slimmer CD 

Kew was in the Soil Boys and Lalrina ,<• Ihe Waves and one n| In. limes was 
covered bv the Bangles 1 I iespite nearly 25 years in the business this is his liisl solo 
record and it's a dandy Tunnel is wonderfully carefree timeless and brimming 
u iih bright, blue sky pop songs ( 'learly, he drinks from the same walei supph is 
fhrmei bandmale Robvn Hitchcock (who makes a couple of appearances), bul Kew 
maintains his own voice throughout Lvcllent 
oiadllv - Bus 5231, Burlington, VI 05402) 

RuthMlat -Bye Bye Love CX) 

I really enjoy this ci) but must confess thai Ruth s I lot s charms once eluded me 

' >nce I saw them live, however, it all fell into place- the Sloan brothers harmonies, 
the matching bowling shirts, the hand's being comprised i i Iwo Americans and three 
Canadians (should ihev add another < 'anadian they'll be 4 6 1 'anadtan and have 
sufficient Canadian content to qualify lor perks galore (font the ' inadi.in 
government 1 1 there must have been some w.iv lo convey that without using the word 
•Canadian" four times) and yeah, their nice guvs with bad link punk pop 
I hough a bit long at 1 7 songs, this remains one ol the best \ hit ant I 'i ip | 
i Mutant Pop- 5010 N\\ Shasta. Corvallis. OR 97330) 



Sacred Monkeys of Bali Afterthought CD KP 

The lead track is a first class indie rock number, topped off with beautiful power pip 

backing vocals The balance of the EP steps down from that plateau (steps down. 

mind you, doesn't tall down), offering go< id. fuzzy indie rock. Pavement without the 

suffocating hipstcrism 

(Desafinado/God Visibly Nervous - 668 President St . Brooklyn. NY 11215) 



Sicko 1 Brief History of CD 

Sicko were a wonderful thing Thev wrote the book on smart, nice guy pop punk 
Sure, nearlv all of the bands lhat tried to emulate them came up short but that only 
attests to Ihe fact that Sicko were practitioners of a sound many others wanted to 
achieve but could not, it certainly won't diminish Sicko's legacy They appreciated 
the craft ofsongwriting and were disciplined enough la perform and record their 
songs with excellence, all without losing sight of the fact that being in a band should 
be fun Brief History closes the book on Sicko, rounding up a slew of non-1 P tracks 
in addition to Ihe band's last show It also gives pip historians one more chapter lo 
consider when giving Sicko their proper place in Ihe top tier of music from Ihe 90s 
Sickowill lorevei be a wonderful thing 
i Mutant Pop - 5010 NW Shasta. Corvallis. OR 97330) 



The Smurft - Got the Bitot 7" KP 

I'm surprised this isn t on Mutant Pop I OS Smurfs wear their influences on their 
sleeves, hell, thev wave Hags proclaiming "We enjoy and try to sound like Ihe 
Queers and Automatics" hut they do it right They are high on spirit 'and tv show 
references I low on budget, and tear through nine songs on this slab of wax With 
Ihe Queers i n hiatus and the Autos having changed gears, there's no one else 
zipping out this brand of pop punk and the Smurfs fill the niche quite well 1 
i Bill) I housand Island Records - 2306 Lontainc Ave . Charlottesville. \'A 22903) 

Snuff -Numb Xuts ( I) KP 

Here s a phrase rarely uttered More trombone' Seriously, ibis is decent ska-ish pip 
punk but it works best when the brass is present More horns, especially trombone, 
would spice things up nicely i [Fat Wreck - Box 193690, SF. CA 941 19 3690) 



The Spongetonca - Odd Fellows CD 

Ihe Spongctoncs are nearlv mythical in pop circles. I hear read about them often vet 
have never heard them (aside from one tune. 'She ("iocs ( )ut With Everybody.*' on 
Rhino's Poptopia series) Ihis record is more 70s pawn pop than 60s Mosey 

heat (more Big Star than Meatlcsi and nothing less than spectacular Lew albums in 
rustori i si boast a string of pop gems that shine as bright)) as "Boy Meets l lirl 
'( >n Ihe Wings of a Nightingale," and "Dark Brown Eyes 1 he song writing is 
wonderful, the harmonies are exquisite, and ihe performances reflect a band ha\ ing i 
great lime Splendid in every regard (Ciadflv - Box 5231, Burlington. VT 05402) 



Western Kleetrie Western Electric CD 

Sul < biffin used to front the Long Rvdcrs He also wrote a biography on Cram 
Parson Knowing that you d expect, and receive, a country -flavored all.ur II all ol 
the songs hit the spot like "Everything" and "Memory Captures lime." I'd be in 
theil corner with great enthusiasm As it is most of Ihe cuts arc too laid back to light 
my bulb Truth is. I'm probably too young to appreciate such steal guitar-colored 
mellowness (Gadfly -Box 5231. Burlington VI 05402) 

ihe Wantons Let's II ok! 7" EP 

Unbridled garage rockuV idiocy from Sil'u Di .in (I -4- Vs. Poopirhead, Teen Titans), 
Sil'u Matt ( Junior Varsity I. and Situ Randy (not sure what's on his resume but I give 
him credit for having great taste) Rougher around Ihe edges than Ihe acts listed 
above bul there's no denying it's a blood relationship all Ihe way Appetizing 1 
(Screaming Apple - Duslcmichslr. 14. 50939 Kola Germany) 



XTC Hasp Star (Apple I enus Vol 2) CD 

Andy Partridge & Colin Moudling have long since earned their doctorates in pop 
craftsmanship but thev have kind of coasted through their past iwo records both ol 
which veered loo close to thai line line between easy going and easy listening 
Wasp continues down a similar path but much more on target with hooks that pop 
more consistently ind snappy production tailored lo cub track XTC have not 
sounded this fresh in ages Wasp exceeded this tan s expectations and has me 
hoping it is the beginning of another resurgence for XI < " 
i fVT- 23E JthSt N1 NY 10003) 



Section I Summer/Fall 1999 Section 11 Winter 2000 Section III Sptng2000 
Updated tally 105 releases And now, a rarity for Go Metric! readers blank 
space 




Pagina de los Readers' Letters! 



I ley Mike. 

l"he illustration on the front of the new 
( in A fetric (#11) graces ihe entrance of the 
Doctoral Department of Public Administration at 
American University. Most are taken with the 
1 Jp with Bureaucracy*" slogan I, of course, opt 

to support the dominant paradigm. 

1 went to see the BuZZCOCks last llight 
Those guys are about 107 years old but they 
schooled even other band on the ticket 

Ainachicks, urgh) and Down by Law (not 
totally shabby)). It's a good show if it passes 
your way. 

I think I'm due to send another bunch 
of stamps your way to help ensure my future 
enjoyment of ( io A ietric! 

Take care. 

Chuck Rainville 

Washington, DC 

Go Metric Subscription Department. 



Mr and Mrs Go Metric: 

I lev' Alright! A new issue of Go 
Metric' Due of the few great zincs in existence! 
Right now I'm listening to the Shangri-Las, one 
of my favorite girl groups of all time. 

Important notes on (io Metric© II 1: 

I) Queen. Ack! No! 1oca4?a 

2)Re: venture capitalism o-y -VocH^o 
I know someone who 
Wants to get as many digits 
of tc as possible around his 
ami like this: as ^ 



3)Yay! Ohoulies 

interviews arc go! 

Especially in-depth. 

long interviews like yours 

4)1 like it! Good work! 

Keep up the good work, 
Madelline/7>g/// Pants 




Wauwalosa. WI 
Well. I was warned of ihe impending Stalinist purge ol the mailing list (GM! t*9). but 
did I listen'' I mean, who lakes Stalinist urges senousb these days, anyway? Having found out 
issue #10 will be my last, I've decided lo end months of idl\ sitting bv and decided to take action. 
I only pra\ it's not too late I would hate lo miss out oil the intellectual debates (i e merits ol 
Starslup Troopers), thought-provoking commentary and Ihe willingness to tackle controversial 
issues (like whether Servotron are actualh robots) that define Go Metric! And there s also GA/'s 

ability to provide a moral lesson in a heartwarming and non-threatening way each issue (sorta like 
Touched by an Angel, without all those angels) I guess it's kinda funny too 

I've sent a Damn Yankees card and picture of the Washington Generals as trade for 
future issues Just m case you don't see the value in my offerings (and 1 don't see how you 
couldn't). I've sent some stamps. 

Thanks, 



Garrett Babin 
Chalmette, LA 
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Recommended Zines! 



There arc main line fanzines, I'm plugging these because 
they're among my favorites and because somehow each 
one has been hornswogglcd into allowing me to contribute 
to their pages Despite thai lapse in judgment, they're all 
top drawer' 

Angst A Daises - Box 616. Buffalo. NY 14207- 
0616 ($2) 

Chicken is Good Food - Hon 642634, San 
Francisco 94164 (.$3) 

Spank - 1004 Rose Avenue. Dcs Moines. I A 
503 15-3000 ($3) 

SChLJeU. - Box 4663. Lafayette. IN 47903 ($2) 



Recommended Compilations! 

Break-Up! Records' Guide to Entertaining CD 

1 1 bands, 2 songs each! Big Hello. Dirt Bike Annie, Pal Dull & his 
Media Whores, Pop Qui/, XI Nash. Revelers, Ileartdrops. and Kung 
Tu Monkeys. (Break-Up! - Box 15372. Columbus, Oil 43215-0372) 

Chic-A-Go-Go: The Soundtrack! CD 

As enjoyable and eclectic as the tv show! Pansy Division, Kelly 
Mognn, Pantyraid, Cats and Jammers, Kim, Goblins, Davie Allan, 
Kung Tu Monkeys, plus Ralso interview snippets with Lemmy, Jello 
Biafra. the Shirelles, the Donnas, and more' (Beluga - 1 532 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., #203. Chicago, IL 60622) 

Grease: The Not So Original Soundtrack from the Motion 

PicutureCD Belter than the originals' Better than the Less Than 
Jake versions' Boris the Sprinkler. J-Church, Parasites. Dirt Bike 
Annie, Bicycles, Nothing Cool, Connie Dungs. Mixelpricks, 
Sheldrakes, Kung I'll Monkeys, and more ( 1 )umm\ I Ip - Box 
642634. San Francisco, CA 94164 1 
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IRATE LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
by Wnymon Timbsdnylc 

(The .second installment in our on-going series of 
Queen appreciation articles.) 



*> 
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After reading an article m a recent edition ol 
yow so called magazine b\ a so called owner of a so called 
record label that dismissed all but a handful ol Queen 
albums as worthless, I fell compelled too write The 

exclusion of the \A\Jazz was not only an oversight, but I'd 
go ;is far as to say BLASP1 IK M( )! IS Please do not hide 
behind the flaccid skirt of "The opinions expressed do not 
reflect those of this magazine," for il is far to late for that, 
as 1 am canceling my subscription post haste. My only 
regret is that I cannot do so in some mystical retro-active 
manner that would allow me to have never had my 
sensibilities insulted by said heinous article. As you fish 
through your couch cushions scrounging up my refund, it 
would be my pleasure, no. make that my duly, to inform 
you win "Jazz" is not only Queen's finest hour, but 
perhaps one of the finest albums ol all time 

Quite obviously the "hits" on this glorious slab 
of vinyl are the 1-2 knockout punch of "1 at Bottomed 
Girls" and "Bicycle Race." Though not actually back to 
back (the sublime "Jealousy" buffers the bottoms and bike 
seats), the songs cross reference each other lyrically, and 
the only non-abstract pictorial image on the gatefold album 
cover is a clip art-esque molding of said fat bottomed girls 
on said bicycles (though it should be noted that fetishists. 
R. Crumb for example, wouldn't be particular impressed 
with the bottom fatness of these drawings, but that's a 
debate for another day.) Hie pure magic and joy m these 
tunes is undeniable and even Sir Mix-A-Lol would have to 
bow down to the butt-reverential power of this "Bohemian 
Ass-psodv." "1 at Bottom Curls" actually casts shadows 
over such future classics as "Baby (Jot Back." 
"Rumpshaker" and "Back That Thing Up" h\ actually 
somehow infusing the tune with an air of wholesoineness. 
an innocent, clean and (despite Freddie's veddy British 
teeth) All-American vibe that really makes this the 
Greatest Booty Song of All Time. When Redd low, in 
his onlv charting LP, declared. "You Got To Wash Your 
Ass," he was speaking to all booty -tunesm it lis except for 
Mercury. May and Co. Their collective ass was spotless! 

Speaking of ass. much has been made of the 

sexual preference of Mr. Mercury, and 1, for one. don't 

know exactly what "his story" was Yes 1 know a fairly 

comprehensive documentary was aired on the VI 1 1 

television network, but 1 found it impossible to watch as it 

was narrated by one of my least favorite "people" from 

"back in the day." Mr Henry Rollins. Hie irony of 
Freddie Mercury's story being told by the man who used to 

hurl sexual preference epithets (the other "1" word) at me 

while pummeling me before, after, and sometimes during 

Black flag shows was too much for me to stomach 

Sutlice to say, my assumption has always been that 

Mercury was omnisexual. But even if one could 

successfully document that Mercury was completely non- 

Hetero, there is absolutely no denying the genuine and 



Attention Deficit dels I'ohed in the Eye CD 

Pop punk that is smart, catchy umpolpgettcally dorkv and, not coincidentally quite 
good I d indulge in a longer review but. well given their name hncl is beltei 
(Mutant Pop - S010 NW Shasta I 'orvallis, t )K 97330) 

Bedford Smile* are the liatteries CD, 4-way Split CD 

i ouch 1 These gents blast out of the gates guns a-blazin' W ith .i riveting pop punk. 
s<>ng lis not .i new sound but it is one we don l hear often think Action Patrol 
Fracture, or I ),ig Nasty The rest of Smiles ( Keystone Ember 1 1. iiich on the same 
approach but don't scale the same heights (then Violent Femmes cover, 'American 

N lUSIC," included) lied ford return with a greater consistency i >n a 4-way split I 'D 

1 4 hinds and 4 labels, imagine the hook keeping on thai!) They bat lead oil and get 
on base 4 out of 5 times The Supereighteen oiler a so-.,.. |j\ e I hen indie-laced 
emo pop goes for S in trving to move the runner oven note they covet This 
i 'ostello's "Everyday I Write the Hook) Sometimes Seven are one ofthe lew 
bands who successfully incorporate a Weezei Influence (Things Better" contains 
echoes of "Surf Wax America") In the number three spot they drive a di aihlc |i ■ the 
>.: ip and manage a couple of bloofl single;, there are a lew boles in then SM ing 
( mostly the result of dull production values) but they're a promising prospect The 
1'loatation Walls are all OVCI the map At their best they whip up a delightfully 
dork) new wave number I I'd list song titles had the hand bothered to list then; I and 
an intoxicating \ audc\ ille tunc that is equal parts Freddie Mercury and Spike lories 
Ihey also stumble into suh-( 'hill Peppers funk (track »I9) and a lame aren I we 
wacky" novelty number ("2 1 1 I ike many clean up hitters, they'll either hornet or 
strikeout Overall this is a varied worthy record (Keystone Ember - Box 1 7*»8 
H ilkcs-Barrc, I'A 18702 Microcosm - Box 14331 Portland I IK ''72''",, 
Uill> Mahonie The Rig Dig CD 

< ipemng your CD with a five-minute instrumental is a bold move not a smart move, 
but a bold one nonetheless Turns out that Billv Mahonie had little choice >•• ieven 
"I the nine songs are instjuinentals lour minutes or longei h'nffll the quantitative we 
turn t< Ihe qualitative The Big Dig is a big bore, sleep-inducing and not verj 
different from track to track | ran Pure Beggar's Banquet i 

Boris the Sprinkler live < incinnati 1999 CD 

Good performance and recording (though the guitar bass ratio is n bit hghi on the 
treble end of the spectrum) Highlights melude the "Icky Shazam Glad All Over" 
1 1 lave I lark 5 > medley, the speed read aloud irom William S I lurmughs' The 
Ticket that Exptodtd, and N.ah s Stage banter which is heavy i*l the spoils 
references (chiel among them the Ken Griffey Jr joke made |Usl moments sftei 
d lSCUS Si n g that day's Reds Brewers g,ime. perhaps foreshadowing Jr "s upcoming 
trade to SchoU s squad) (Mutant Pop - 5010 NV\ Shasta. Corvallis, OR 97*30) 
Brocket » hen . ill Eke Tads CD 

Spa.v has a great British Invasion-flavored guilai melody I mining through Us 
verses I rilortunalelv. said melody is buried beneath heaps ol ordinary pop punk 
Ihe tost oi the songs fail to offer even that much Ihe playing is professional ihe 
recording sounds expensive but at the end ofthe day there s little to hang my lini on 
■ I ii Wreck • Box 193690 SI- CA941 19-3690) 

Braid Lucky lobe Alive I It 

lads 17 songs, recorded live at Braid's final show File under emo" opinions 

I oi the hie ol nie I cannot heai the appeal ol'lhis sterile rock music I don I doubt 
ih it Braid invest emotions of some sort into their performance but none of those 
emotions translate lo me It s not so much lhal I missed the ho.ll on Braid, as u is a 
mallei of me being on a dock nowhere near theirs 

I I Hue Factory - Box 404-BI . Redondo Beach. CA 90277 1 
(ripple Kid/little Dipper Split CD 

1 he hands approach their rock in a similar fashion, very earnest and with much 
cnergv Neilhei ingredient is harmful but more is needed lo induce future Visits 

f Microcosm- Box 14332 Portland, OR 97293) 

Don Dixon - The Invisible Man CD 

Dixon brings with him a stunning resume (having worked on k F. M . Smithereens, 
and Marshall Crenshaw records) and an intriguing concept i a song cycle that 
revolves around one character each song based on a different point in the character's 
life i I Jnfortunalely he choose to go the one-man band route and the result is a 
shrug your shoulders record Not bad but not nearly as mem. .rable as I d hi iped it 
would be Hiadtlv - Box s2?l, Burlington. YT U5402) 



( iaragC Sale s debut < I ) was finally released It you're among the enlightened 
you'll pause, galhei your thoughts, then regale them with tales of basking in the glory 

'i 'Pointless Summei the year ii came out If you weren't a member oi the Oarage 
Sale flock you II lie You'll push aside your pride stare those innocent kids right in 
then trusting eves and bullshit until you're blue in the lace And you II pray they 
take the bail tnu Anything but admit to missing the boat on Pointless Summer 

i ou mav have made a mistake back in < « i but there I not \u\.\\ to bring lurther 
disgrace onto your lamilv name I ic. you bast.ud 1 I le iind take your shame to the 
grave < >r take my ad\ ice and marinade yourself in the sounds of this <'l) Garage 
Sale is a band name lh.it should have used hundreds ol times but. to the best of mv 
knowledge never has been Same goes foi then Sounds there should be tons of 
bands Irving lo bring together the best ofthe '60s like < iarage Sale does but no one- 
does it like these guvs Ventures styled surf instrumentals, Sonics-like garage punk, 
even a bit ol Mersey beat (rat age Sale have it all lo ollei I wish this were available 
on I P but with all due respect to Marshall Mel uhan the medium is of little 
importance when the message" is of this magnilude Magnificent 1 
ilteei I'lattei Box 5640 1, Baltimore MD 21286) 



Kuiixn Hitchcock - Jewels for Sophia CD 

We're spoiled you and I livery couple ol year, we get to venture iluough the 

kaleidoscope like mindol u pop ineistei ol'Robyn Hitchcock's magnitude the 

scenery IS similai from trip 10 trip vet never quile the same each album like another 

ch.iptei in I litchcock's twisted technicolor novel ol a caicci Again he is sans 

Egyptians and again it's the "less is more" approach he has employed since Perspex 

Island and i incc mi ire the results are marvelous a return to form alter '96's 

dl l IppmntingA/rMU I'Aixu And all ol this comes despite ./, hvIs being generated by 

seven different line upa < including the likes ol fellow ex-Soil Boy. Kimberley Rew, 

three fourths Ol the Young Fresh Fellows and K E M sPetct Buck) Once more, 

Hitchcock's keen pop sense pulls u all together and yields anotba gem 

Isabella [kasha in 

Bv then own admission Ol at least that ol then record company this comb. i .ispires 
io 'dreampop" along the lines ol the Pale Saints Stereolab. u My Bloody 
Valentine I Ibjectionl I like those bands largely because thev inject their "let's get 
dreamy and go a-gazin' concoctions with a strong pop sense you know. hooks 
Isobella leave out the Second half of the equation and leave me behind in the 
process (Clairecords ■ Box 61495, Jacksonville. Fl. J2236) 



Junior Varsity lintn Hum Hum .'I.I' 

Alter treating us to a string ol gold-certified 7 platters, the JV crew swings lor the 
fences with then premieie full-length and It's a bullet to deep center In fact, it 
clears Ihe fence so quickly and so easily that the center fielder didn't budge, he knew 
from the gel go lhal llns suckei was long gone long gone and lots offiml 1 should 
point out that this isn't goosed-up on steroids, Mark McGwire rock No sir This is 
happy to lie on the team Maiv I hronheiiv funning the bases backwards rock hula 
hiKipin . two straws in u milkshake, stick slnll on the steenng column, enanno fins 
on the back end rock! And if you can keep a secret I think this record is 
responsible lor the recent lire in my apartment building A neighbor's halogen lamp 
look ihe blame bul I ihink this smoking selection ol songs gel the place ablaze 
I )oii I tell my insurance agent, iiisl get your nulls on Bam Bam Hum . il lock lock 
locks 0'cek a It.... Industries- Box 49542, Austin, 1 \ 78765) 



( ;.u .n;r Sale Ihe Original Soundtrack Music From The Pointless Summer CD 
t Hie dav youi grand children will gasp in awe when they learn that y..u were alive in 
2<kmi Ihev won't do so because It happened to be the first ve.ir ol a new 
millennium -new millenniums are a dime a do/en -but because 2000 was the veal 



Ian "Mac" McLagan and the Hump Hand liest of British CD 
Mac is forever surrounded by colorful characters With the Small faces and faces, 
il was the likes of Ron Wood and Rod Stewart On this CD his guitarists are named 
Scrappy lud and Ourf Mac's rock is bluesy and hoo/y and will appeal gieally lo 
people who reallj like classic rock aid slill en|oy buying new releases but don't care 
for new bands (Gadfly- Box 5231, Burlington VT05402) 

Mad ( 'addles The Holiday lias lieen < anceled ( I) KP 
I kind of like the |azz noodlings thev tucked into ihe lead track but I wavered 
through the rest ol the program As I tried to tune in, I icad the liner notes I hat 
didn't help for Ihey revealed that the EP was an "impromptu |.im," music and lyrics 
written the same da) thev Were recorded I also read aboul their use ol a 7-slnng 
bass true enough, both of these points could be argued to reveal my shortcomings 
more so than the hand's bul there is no refuting the ihnd charge in Go Metric' V. The 
Holiday Has Been < 'anceled I hey botched .^ Abba cover 1 They stomped the life- 
and fun-out of "SOS." Blech (Fat Wreck - Box 193690, SF CA94I19) 

The Mandate of I leaven On So Ttil Star CD 

I give preferential treatment to bands based in Syracuse NA Those are my native 

waters and I know how unforgiving the Salt City can be m local musicians lhal 

doesn't mean I can pretend to like Mi >l I hut I can take a sh it at being objective 



The Bcltways - Stella on Man CD 

luck. The CD booklet just icll bchiml the stereo and even w iih the ben of records, 
you need ihe booklet to complete the picture My efforts to go around a ova the 
pile of nap Mop winch the stereo sits have failed I he >>nl\ wt) I could retrieve ihe 

booklet would be to h.ick off my left ;irm, take it with mv right arm and Ihen gi 

fishing around and I'm telling you il is almost worth such an effort this CD is 
lanusiici The foundation ol the Beltway*' sound remains traditional power pop but 
compared to theii fine debut record Stella injects greater ninety into the 
BORgwriting, more punch into the playing and added zip into the production I hey 

have earned Iheii Big Star, Replacements and I 'heap l rick meril badges and 
perched themselves atop the pack ol contemporary power pop bands I cannot wait 
to move out or this apartmenl so I can retrieve that booklet and complete the Stella 
experience' (SawngMfi Records- 1 02 Belfast Rd Timomum MD 21093) 



lk>ri» The Sprinkler - Group Sex CD 

Part ol Moris greatness is rooted in their relentless willingness to devise and execute 
genuinely stupid ideas l along with the requisite fantastic s. irigs i th.it si illdlfies their 
siaius among the greats i 'onccptuaUy, ihis CD~a cover • >! the ( 'irele Jerks' record 
of the same name -is simultaneously lions best and worst n>o\e yet There is 
certainly no need to covet one of the shortest and dumbest punk I I's in history 
Boris knew that and proceeded anyway Who else would do that? It is not the sort 
of record that mil threaten the urpla) devoted to the likes ol Vlnga Attalmd Suck, 
but it is a well-done novelty record and as such makes lor a worthy addition I" the 
Botia catalog (Unless those rumors regarding the band's demise are true and this 
turns out to be their last release, Ihen I am going to be steamed i 
(Bulge Records -P0 Box 1 173 Green Bay, W*l 54305) 



Dryer Out of the Loop CD 

Yeah, babyl I was late in acquiring this gem but quick in developing a loudness lor 

ll A little JChurch here ("Windy Bill McKay" I. a little New ( ndci there I Amp 

Caaten i killer playing and great gal/guy vocals throughout andaJourne) covei 
i 'Any Wa) You Want It i done so well it s genuinely enjoyable (too bad this didn t 
ci>me oul 2() yean ago. then the Dryer version could have been used in 
( \iJJ\ihiick) Drya Kl I the sophomore slump and surpass then debut A summer 
of '00 favorite Dryer-ilic 1 (Paint Chip -Box 12401. Albany NY 12212] 



Pat Dull and I lit Media W hore* "Its . [bout Time" b h Declaration 
(Acoustic) " 7" 

Mr Dull and company have quick!) entered the ranks of the binds whose even 
record I want 10 get my nulls on Its About Time is a fine power pop numlxi and 
the new take on 'Declaration' is strikingly good I don t think (his will bring new 
aficionados to the flock but it will treat us converts just line while we awail the nexl 
installment This is also serves as the first record I've seen with a "2000" imprint 
Mad I known this is how the new millennium would star! I would not have gone on 
that Y2K induced stockpiling of firearms Final analysis; Great band, good single 
(Break Up' Records - Box 15372, Columbus, OH 43215-0372) 



I ..si li a. k- The Day That Didn t l.xist CD 

All bow before the pop majesty i .| the Fastbacks < >nce again they otVer masterful 
songwTlting. deft execution and crisp production 1 1 m does this differ Irom 
previous chapters in the FBX saga'' It doesn't, nor should it They have found then 
niche and continue to mine it with excellence Would you ask I on) < iwvnn to slart 
swinging for the fences? Would you ask Tim Burton to stun directing John Gnsham 
scripts' ( >f course notl And ii s a great thing that the FBX continue as the) d • 
because no other Kind approaches pop ,md rock this way fusing the likes ol ll c 
Buzzcocks and Montrose is a potentially lethal process bui the l-BX have discovered 
a way to harness such forces in the name of good I .ong ma) the Fastbacks reign! 
(spinART Records - Box 1798, MY. NY I "156-1 798) 



TIM Flggl - for EP FiUU Only CD HP 

Pop goes the bottlecap, in goes the CD, and up goes the thumb My appreciation for 
(he FiggB grows by an order ol magnitude with each release I i sterling to /•'"; 1:1' 
Fans Only. I realize more than ever that not only do The Flggs and then songs ha> e 
a timeless appeal but that they are even more impressive in this era, a time when 
everything is glib and carelessly off-the-cuff Ihe Figgs cut across the grain by 
exuding genuine passion, real emotional been-through-the-wringer-and-comc-oul- 
the-olher-side depth I 'ouple thai with a songwnling onfl that calls upon even 
region of the pop landscape while never failing to rock and ihe results arc sublime 
In Ihe world of pop. The Flggs are a Ihe band whose records we should all seek 
out Ihe band whose shows we should noi miss That is my tcsiimom 
i Hearbox com) 



fracture -&T CD 

These guys are. at least right now probably best known as the band Atom Gorcn was 
in before starting Atom and I lis Package I think they deserve better than that 
When I tell you that Fracture brought together the best ofemo core and pop punk 
you will probably have a difficult lime holding down you lunch But don't hold 
Fracture liable lor my shortcomings as a scnbe. they caned out a distinctive s.amd 
and flat -oul rocked This collection (with combines their full-length. 2 T's, and a 
demo) should solidify then reputation SS one of the seminal punk bands of ihe '90s 
(No Idea- Box 14636, Gainesville, ll 32604) 



Neil 1 1. mill ii me i Left for Dead in Malaysia I.P 

You will find in this in ihe Corned) section hut it is as much a character study as 
anything else, a character study thai is hnlliant in conception and flawless in 
delivery' I he character in question is America s favorite lunnyman. Neil 
I lamburger who finds himself hooked at a karaoke bar in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia 
Just as his routine is underway Neil realizes that 00 one in ihe audience understands 
English The presence ol an audience is usual Iv essential for a successful comedy 
record, so what happens when ihe audience is removed? Well, in Neil's case it 
seems that his inability to communicate with this audience is nol much different 
from ihe other dysfunctional relationships in his hie Ever the professional, Neil 
starts oil in normal fashion before sinking into booze-soaked despair Along the WB) 
he discusses his failed marriage, redralts his will, and delivers lines such as "Getting 
back to my parents death " I lespile all of this, Neil never completely gives up his 
desire to make em laugh Sure he's depressed but he's still capable of great 
material Take, lor instance, when he relates a joke he once told at an Amway 
convention. Did you hear the one about the traveling salesman? Fie was wasting his 
time, there are plenty of customers right there in his own neighborhood Amwav 
works " Being so funny and so smart puts Ltft for Dead in the rarefied air typically 
reserved for ihe likes of Si Tl'mdKids m the Hall 

(Drag City - Box 476X67, Chicago, II. 6(X>47) 



l-uio Champ .V 7 CD KP 

Huge hooks * generous portions of over the top new wave synthesizers ' goofy 
lyncs iboul mad scientists and mathematically -inclined wrestlers • hacking provided 
by Ihe Rondelles • a set ret ingredient thai prev ents us ni' vials from replicating these 

sounds a most fantastic EPI Luxo-riousl 

(Super x Underground -P.O Box 14 V Tucson, AZ B5702) 



The si atln.it s - Mercurial.. I.P 

Wow 1 !' Take the ferry across the Pacific and soak in Ihe spectacular beat'n'pop 
sounds of Japan's Neatbeais, these guvs are terrific They have the look, they have 
the sound, and in I akashi Manabe Ihey have a first rate pop tunesmilh (with both 
vocal numbers and inslrumcntals) The only thing I'd change about this recoid 
would be l» include more originals (though the lads can certainly deliver great 
covers when duty calls) We may have lost The Kaisers bul we still have The 
Neatbeais' (Gel Hip - I'd Box 666, Canonsburg, PA 15317) 



Pretty Girls - The Kids Are All Fucked 7" EP 

Is U mod " Is it power pop" Is it garage punk ' I can I be certain because they didn't 
Hash their ID card long en. High for me to make out the details but I suspect lhat Shel 
Tallin was involved somewhere along the line I-.vcrvthing that was great about late 
tills pop'n'rock surfaces on this EP I hey explode with the energy of ihe early 
kinks, go mod like vintage Wbo and strut about like Mick I ivIoi -era Stones and not 
tor a moment would I consider them derivative The Kids., is modem, vivid and 
compelling, now what's it going to lake to gel more Pretty Girls product to marker' 
(Moo La La Records - 1 1 14 21st St Sacramento CA 95814) 



VIA - New Wave Explosion CD 

It is pretty rare that 1 like a compilation Irom slart to finish It is even more 
uncommon for a compilation to spark feelings of jealousy, feelings of "I wish Id 
been a part of this!" Behold such a collection! Selh from Super X is a man with a 
vision, a vision of sensational, rupture-inducing, cruddy sounding pop'n'garagc'n' 
punk Checkout Iheguestlist Luxo Champ, Bananas Rondelles, Knock-Ups, 
Scared ofChako, Weird l.ovemakers, Panty Raid, Causey Way, Peeps I slop there 
lor space considerations only, there are no duds on tins 16-hand exhibition 
'Super S Underground -I'd Box 14 v 1 ucs. m, V 85702) 



Deep Lust -ST CD 

I'm surprised lhat ihis sucks, IX-ep lust is (ranted by Allison Wolfe ix-Bratmohile. 
x-Cold Cold Hearts.! The problem is ihe absence of her usual partner in crime, 
guitarist Erin Smith It's like Ray without Dave. Mick without Keith and it doesn't 
work for me (Kill Rock Stars -Box 418. 120 State St NE. Olympia. WA 98501 I 



truthful lust he expresses for the bike riding big bottom 
babes ( his naught) nanny in particular) This joy of spirit 
is as contagious as any virus and will ultimately prove 
more powerful than the bug thai killed, but will never 
silence, the immortal voice of Ihis mythical god named 

Mercury. 

The non-booty half of the LPs super-combo, 

"Bicycle Race" holds its own against Krallwerk's "lour l)e 

France," ihe movie Breaking Away and the Lance 
Armstrong Wheaties box as defining cultural artifacts 
celebrating the sport The Hack is a triumph if only for the 
orchestration of bike bell and symphony, or course the 
dynamic vibe of Ihe tune, simulating a race by use of 
Rock, is the real magic here. If thai wasn't enough, 
though, with the single line. "Jaws was never my scene. 
and I don't like Star Wars," Mercury badmouths both 
Steven Spielberg and George I ucas years before the 
Spielberg's List and Jar Jar Binks and crapfesls. 

In addition to the bike and bull bonanza, every 
Hack on this gem has merits. Freddie pays homage to the 
Zanzibar of his youth with the Islamic-themed opening 
track. "Mustapha " "II" You Can't Heal Them" is, 
remarkably, a tune that is musingly and mspirationally 
defeatist. The power of "Dead On Time" is undeniable, ils 
urgency defined by motor-mouthed lyrical delivery and 
machine gun drum fills and guitar solos "In Only Seven 
Days" is schmaltzy but has genuine dignity. For those who 
like the odd groove of Leon Redbone bul could do without 
the muppet vocals, the lovely "Dreamer's Ball" (a minor 
masterpiece) is for you. "Fun It" messes with the bass 
grooves that would gel as "Another One Biles The Dust" 
two years later "Leaving 1 tome Ain't Easy" may, dare I 
say, bring a tear or two. "Don'l Slop Me Now." like many 
Of the great Queen songs, invokes a musical (heater that 
never was. with the joy of Gilbert and Sullivan mixed the 
modernist lyrical dexterity ofSondheim mixed with 
ROCK and devoid of Ihe complete sucking of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber The albums closer "More Of That Ja//" 
ominously, lurks and attacks like a panther, before ending 
with a crescendo of an overture that "samples" the 
choruses of most of the previous tracks on the album, an 
unusual and clever device. 

Though not the strongest track on the record, 
perhaps the most important song is "Let Me Entertain 

You," as it serves as Mercury's manifesto, 1 lis willingness 





to give it all to the audience, and its celebration of 
absurdity are summed up in the following lyrical sampling: 
"I come here to sell you my body., I'll school you and I'll 
kill you, and I'll Cruella DeVille you, and to thrill you I'll 
use any device ...We'll give you cra/\ performance, we'll 
give grounds for divorce Just lake a look al ihe menu, 
we'll give you Rock a la Cock" 

Yes, Rolling Shun- called this album "utter jive," 

but use of the word "utter" would ahead) dismiss Ihe 
writer as a dick, as if the last several decades of Rolling 
Stone hadn't already done as much to discredit their 
position to distribute opinion. Then again, the first 
definition of "jive" in the dictionary is "ja//," so maybe he 
was just got the album title wrong "Jive" isn't necessarily 
a bad word 

1 low ever, anyone who refuses to recognize the 
brilliance of ihis album is a jive motherfucker 

( UhkI day ! 

Waymon Timbsdayle. 1/1/2000 

i \ It Timbsda) le reviews records for ihe ( 'hicago-based 
magazine, Roctober. His spirited pro-Stux, article was 
written in response to Tim ( 'handler's "Queen Ruled, " 
which appeared in Go Metric! #11.) 
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«Y*HHIT - •">'"'** fl'""*' Mate. Anger and the American II ay CD 

An 01 band named aftct a Lavttm and Shirley character 7 I m in l-ixcc-pt lor some 
■ •I the politics For example I agree thai corporate America is hardly doing the rest 
of US anv favors but at the same time I don't think those on welfare are "money 
grubbers " So I appreciate that ihev bring economic clasa into the equation but not 
necessarily the way they do it Kind of like I'al lUichamin-esque populism Plus, 
when they sing "11 V work twice OS third and at hull the pay Wt >e till created 

equal yet w$ fan* no say" do the) really sound that much difTerenl than many of 

their "counterparts'' on the left? I think not 

(Headache Records -P.0 Bos 204, Midland Park. NJ 07432) 

Stai market - Sunday's Worst Enemy CD 

Alan Pop kid must the pop punk world's leading importer It seems as il all of the 
bands on his label are fiom one European nation or another I ast time I heard trom 
the label, it was a fantastic 7" from Sweden s Chester Ci>pperpot Starmarket also 
hail trom Sweden but I don't cnjo\ them nearlv as much as I do their fellow 
countrymen and labelmates Starmarket otter pop punk that is so earnest it borders 
on cmo territory < i\ maybe it s emo thai '« poppy to ihe point of newly being pop 
punk Whichever direction it's headed, it's not going mv s*. i\ 
iPop Kid - 16 Raleigh I inc. Wayne, NJ o747'i) 

I he Stereo Threellundred CD 

I'hcir press kit compares them to the likes of Queen and Journev Though I find 
such a juxtaposition offensive (Sieve Piny compared to Freddie Mercury'' Neal 
Sch >n on par with Brian May'" This is the thinking ol heretics') I hear what they are 
going lot The Stereo set out to make a big. radio-friendh pop' n rock record They 
have no hidden agenda, simplv a desire to provide quality entertainment lor the 
masses lor the most part Ihev have succeeded I hear some Weezer. Fountains of 
Wayne, and ( fusel seeping into the best of these sounds 300 is thj mark of 
excellence in baseball Id say this record is just short o| that maybe 290 The 
Stereo have studied well -and I enjoy Threellundred as it roars in the background- 
but they have vet to shore up their take i n the bands that inspired them (which 
separates the good fiom the great I The Stereo arc close and probably on their way 
i Fueled bv Ramen - Box 12563. Gainesville, II. 12'<<>4i 



Supcrchunk - Come ISck Me I'p I.P 

Album "7 and Supcrchunk have vet to let me down I hey continue 10 expand iheir 
instrumentation and the results completely hit the spot Like the strings on "Hello 
I lawk that sweep in behind Mac's vocals i and make my heart swell) or Ihe horns 
on the end of "Pink I 'louds ' (that sound like they could have been lifted from Bruce 
Springsteen's The Wild, The Innocent and the K Street Shuffle I T. which I happen 
to like) Besl of all is that Mac's singing has never been Stronger I don't think he 
has ever carried Ihe melodies belter and the lyrics he s singing are more buoyant too 
i I bid me all night, give me good dreams ') And of course the songs are 
tremendous and v iried and passu mate and an guitai inducing I his is Superchunk, 
aftei all Viva la Chunk' (Merge Records - Box 1 235, Chapel Mill. NC 27514) 



UTigre-.VTI.P 

Kathleen Manna is back in a band setting / $ Tlgre is a splendid affair, picking up 
and surpassing where her Julie Ruin record ('persona left off < Inoe more, the sounds 
revolve around pop be it of the new wave or dance variety Aside Irom a couple of 
misfires on the end of side one. this is smooth sailing from lop to bottom I dare vou 
to icsisi the likes ofDeceptacon" and Mv My Metrocard' (an anti-Giuliani 
diatribe that will forever change mv morning commute though i ve ectnc to be pro- 
Mctrocard. hell, thai monthly pass option saves me S 50 ndei' i Note Le Tigre is 
filed under " T" because GM' docsn I alphabetize by articles nor should you' ) 
(Mr I.adv Records - Box MX>). [Durham NC 277IS-3189J 



l ill wht el - Heir Brained Scheme Addict* CD 

Raspy vocal -ed pop punk, like a faster Everready I am ml i ate foi Everready and 

m IW I know where I am with I illwheel I hough it's worth noting that I don't find 
raspy-throated singers inherently displeasing The guvs in 1 lusker I >u were raspy- 
Ihroaled and could not sing early on but thev had the smarts to bury their vocals in 
walls of guitar and Spot's crummy production Tiltwheel can t sing either vet they 
push Ihe vocals up front Makes no sense at all 
f Cool i.luy Records - Box 23i.il. Santa Fe Springs. CA 90670) 

V7A Pedal Faster Bicycle liider CD 

< 'ompiled by Dave Brown (Holiday Matinee. Muddle l, this seems to be a state of 
the union address for the emo pop nation At its best it oilers the likes of Tugboat 
Annie .ind The Wicked Farleyv indie rock refugees in an emo pop world (well, at 
least a world that throws around the tag emo'" much more than it does "indie n ick" i. 
bands lumped int< i the emo camp but whose sense of song is tar superior In that of 



their (by default) peers There is also a fair amount of good pop (Sterling Silver. 
Very Secretary, Sharks Keep Moving Rodriguez), the types of bands 1 would 
not seek out but do enjoy when I encounter them Finally, there arc typical cmo pop 
songs where I can hear HOW elements of pop but do not care for the needless drama 
the bands try to infuse I think the distinction between the good and the useless is a 
matter of focus Once I figured which songs I liked and disliked I went back through 
the compilation and noted the time ol each track Of the eleven songs thai were 
under four minutes. I liked nine ofihem (82%), I liked none of the songs eight 
songs thai were ovci four minutes (<)°o) I do not believe this is a coincidence The 
difference between the subtle'n'engaging camp and the money n' meandering camp 
is a slight one but it is the difference between a song that someone will want to 
revisit and a "seemed like a good idea at ihe time to the people who were there but 
is of little use to anyone else" song 
(Accident Prone - 306 NW El Norte Parkway. Box 305, Escondido. CA 92026) 

VIA - My So-Called Punk Rock Ufe CD 

Pop punk roll call' Darlington. Teen Idols. Travoltas. Boris the Sprinkler. Pink 
I in. "In* Smugglers. Buck. Ilcartdrops. Chixdiggit! I tried to convince Malihu 
Lou to call this 'Mv Comp is Better Than Joe Queer's" (in reference in to Mr 
Queer's Lookout comp) but Lou is too nice of a guy and though he doesn't perform 
on this CD, Lou's lovable spirit permeates the proceedings Ihe main drawback 
here is that the hulk of Ihe songs are available elsewhere hut any nop punk fan is 
going to get their money's worth with 30 tracks (73 minutes) and a photo of 
Frnnkenheather' (Melted Records - 21-41 34th Ave . #10A. Astoria. NY 1 1 106) 

Vue - The Death of a (,'irl CD KP 

Olam rock is the perfect outlet for art school pretense A worthy glam rocker can 
openly declare I want to he famous and I need to be acknowledged In exchange 
for s.ur adulation I promise to rock your knickers off" So while glam has a tlair for 
Ihe overly dramatic and runs the risk oj indulgence it OWUS up to those dangers and 
when done right, thrives on them The Vue dance through that minefield and deliver 
a delightful F'P ( s new songs. 2 from a previous T (when they were known as The 
Audience so. yes. as poor a choice of hand names as Vue is. il is indeed an 
improvement)), proving themselves to be most worthy glam rockers 
(Cold Standard Laboratories - Box 1 1 794, Berkeley CA 9471 2-2794) 

The Wanna lies Saturday Sight 7" F.P 

For the first 34 of this extended player, The Wanna Bes swing from the poppy side 
of the Ramones-core plate Good though not remarkable stuff, like a less hyper 
Automatics For the final I '4 of the record, they opt for a clean guitar sound and turn 
in "Make Believe Baby," the sweetest tune of the bunch Iherc is promise here, 
especially if thev maintain their willingness to pour on the pop (And by the way. 
wouldn't ""Wanna Bees" make for a better moniker? Yes, "Bes" is the closest thing 
there is to a proper plural form of "be" but "Bees" looks much Ixiui i 
(Mutant Pop Records - SOW NW Shasta Ave , Corvallis, ( iR "7330) 

The Wicked Parleys - Sustained Interest EP 

When done properly, I am a sucker for simple songs that are drawn out with Iota Oaf 

guitar noodling Unrest, Uncle Wiggly. and the Velvet Underground come to mind 

as being among the rare practitioners of this craft At iheir besl, Ihe Wicked Farlirys 

can stand in such company Like those bands, they recognize the parameters of 

c invention*] pop tunes but seldom work w ithin such boundaries It takes more lhan 

five minutes for "I )ig Ihe Ring" to runs its course and it would not work il it were 

shorter Ditto fa their blissfully noisy take on "96 Tears" which sounds as much 

like Ihe Velvet I Underground's "Waitin" for My Man as it docs ? and the 

Myslcnans On paper Sustained Interest is a hodgepodge of songs (thev were 

culled from a variety of sources) but it comes together remarkably well 

(Big Top Records -955 Massachusetts Ave , Suite 115, Cambridge. MA 021 39) 

Ihe Wretched Ones - If V Don t Belong to Sobody CD 

I "he world of the Wretched ( dm a fridge full of Schaefer. a Ford parked out front, a 
pain in the ass boss and (bl it's worth, my eternal respeel because love 'em or loathe 
cm you know exactly where you stand with a band like The Wretched < hies 
They're the band your local plumber or electrician would form Fueled by class 
politics and beer and a self-effacing humor to keep everything in check II works 
(except for the double negative in the I T> title which implies that they do in fact 
belong to someone I (I leadachc Records - Box 204. Midland Park. NJ 07432) 

Ihe Yum Yum* - Waste My Time h w Digging on You 7" 

Gadzooks. this is some top llight power pop LPs from this German hand have 
become Ihe Stuff of legend and these tracks, though satisfying in their own right, onlv 
serve to further whet my appetite for those records I have ycl to find The A-side is 
an original and the B-side is a Romantics cover A fine program that goes by much 
100 quickly (Screaming Apple - Dustemichstrasse 14. 50939 Koln. Gemianv) 
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Don't forget to check out the F&H website: wwvv.frankenheather.com 
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Sports franchise sport band name 
Past: Chicago Cubs baseball cub 
Present: Milwaukee Bucks basketball Buck 
Future: Green. Packervloothall packer 3 
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